CHAPTER XI
AMERICANS AT CANTIGNY
NE of the most important actions, psychologically, in
history," said official Washington, speaking of the 2 8th In-
fantry Regiment, First Division, A.E.F., when it took the
little French village of Cantigny.
As an initial military operation, the Battle of Cantigny,
so-called, had been virtually accomplished before the troops
went "over the top." But, psychologically, as the War De-
partment says, it was a great event. It was the first American
offensive action in the World War.
The First Division had been rushed from the east of France,
where the unit had been in training, into the Picardy region
after the British Fifth Army had been smashed there by the
Germans. It was an emergency well worthy of the shift.
The British were hard pressed all along their front, only to
have one of Haig's armies wilt under the German attack.
It was an Allied disaster of the first magnitude.
The French were heart-sore and weary. They had fought
to the point of exhaustion. Their nerves were raw. The
Russian collapse and the German-Russian Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk had become matters of sober record, releasing about
eighty German divisions from the eastern front to the western
front. The Americans were going over in driblets, and those
who were already trained in France were of dubious quality
in the eyes of the Allies.
General Pershing and the American officers of the divi-
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